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Dedicated to generations yet unborn
and to those parents and teachers who
will lead them with absolute honesty.
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FOREWORD

he complexity of Richard Milhous Nixon is legendary. This book

unravels some parts of the mystery with a portrait of the 37"
President’s ancestral roots and family life that manages to combine
fraternal loyalty with human fascination.

Life as seen from the inside of the Nixon-Milhous families has
never before been written. The cast of characters is almost Shake-
spearean in its historical colour and personal depth. At the beginning
of the story, in and around the Nixons Mom n’ Pop grocery store in
rural California, we learn about the versatile but irascible father Frank
Nixon and his “rough Appalachian ways”; the still deep love of his wife
Hannah, whom neighbours called “a Quaker saint”; the redoubtable
poetry loving matriarch of the clan, Almira Milhous; and the charis-
matic eldest son Harold who died of TB on his mother’s 48" birthday,
the second loss in the family as 7-year-old Arthur Nixon also passed
away from the same disease.

Ed Nixon and his co-author Karen Olson capture the poignancy
and the passion of these tragedies together with the hardscrabble yet
ambitious poverty of the future President’s upbringing. When the
Nixon family set off for Dick’s graduation at Duke University in 1937,
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Ed is amazed by the expenditure on gas for the long drive. “I had
never before noticed Mom and Dad spending money on something
that was not a necessity,” he writes.

Dick is a good older brother and mentor to his youngest sib-
ling. The age and experience gap between them is bridged by many
personal bonds and episodes. From the White House years we get
accounts of Tricia’s wedding, rides on Air Force One, official banquets
for Arabian princes and Apollo astronauts, and an understanding of
the President’s private friendships with Bebe Rebozo, Bob Abplanalp
and Gavin Herbert. There is not much on Watergate. The subject is
apparently “not important”—surely a euphemism for too painful—for
the brothers to discuss.

Despite this and other curious omissions from the Nixonian pas-
sion play of personal and political dramas, this book is an enthralling
read, full of rare insights into Milhous-Nixon family life. Some of the
glimpses are quirky, others unconventional. The end resultis a portrait
of the 37" President and his roots, which goes deeper in intimacy and
understanding than the writings of most political commentators.

~Jonathan Aiken

Jonathan Aitken is a former British Member of Parliament, who
served in the Cabinet as Treasury Secretary and Defence Minister.
He is the author of Nixon: A Life, which won The Churchill Prize for
political biography in 1993.
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INTRODUCTION

Relying on
Research to Reveal Heritage
Memories to Recount Lives
Questions to Review Legacy
Persuasion to Renew Hope

~Edward C. Nixon

Strangers at the airport, at the restaurant, on the street often stare
at my profile. Some hear me speak. The bold ones ask, “Are you
related to Richard Nixon?” Others simply inquire, “Are you related?”
I guess my nose and voice are dead giveaways.

For some people, meeting me is one degree of separation from
meeting my famous brother. Reporters, autograph seekers, and peo-
ple naturally curious about my life want to know, “What was it like
growing up as Richard Nixon’s brother? How did being related to the
President affect your life?”

To answer accurately, I'd have to say Dick was more than a brother.
Because we never shared a boyhood, he assumed the role of assistant
father and mentor. At the time of my birth, he was seventeen and get-
ting ready to start college. But he realized he could be an important
influence in my life, and he took his self-imposed responsibility seri-
ously, always listening to his kid brother. I considered Dick to be out-
going with his ears—not with his mouth. Through thought-provoking
questions, he encouraged me to learn and solve problems. More than
anyone else in the family, he could stand back from a contentious situ-
ation and give impartial and convincing advice.
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Frank and Hannah Nixon raised five sons—Harold, Dick, Don,
Arthur, and me—in a close-knit family, teaching us the importance of
religious faith, traditional values, and a strong work ethic. Family life
revolved around Dad and Moms store, the Quaker church, and family
gatherings. In many ways, Dick’s rise from humble beginnings to the
presidency of the United States epitomizes the American dream—a
dream in which my family and I participated.

Yet, I've done nothing to deserve public notice except to be
related to a celebrity. Although not well-known in my own right, I've
lived all my adult life in the shadow of one of the most influential
and controversial men in the twentieth century, and such proximity
has led me down paths I otherwise would not have trod. When Dick
became President, doors opened that put my family and me in the
midst of exciting and historic endeavors and gave us access to national
and foreign leaders everywhere we traveled. Suddenly, heads of state,
reporters, and business leaders sought my opinions both on Dick’s
presidency and on environmental issues. As the Presidents brother
and a geologist, I welcomed the chance to share my view of the Earth
in many developing countries.

While my family and I are truly grateful for the many opportuni-
ties we've had, there also have been times of grief and pain. With fame
comes risk. What happens when the celebrity falls from favor and is
fairly or unfairly attacked in the press? What impact does that have
on the family?

Over the years, friends and acquaintances have urged me to write
the stories about Dick and our family that I've told in public speeches
and privately. My brother Don, too, would often say, “We've got to
write a book”

In August 1997, I wrote a few letters of inquiry to New York
publishers but received no encouragement on my book proposal.
Then on December 3, 1998, I heard my niece, Julie Nixon Eisen-
hower, speak at the Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace. At the
luncheon following her speech, an acquaintance asked me how I was
coming on my book.

I told him, “I haven’'t made any progress. I need a writer to help
me get it moving.”
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At that point, Karen Olson, the lady sitting next to him, jumped
up and said, “T'll help you!”

I learned that Karen had her own story of meeting my brother
and that she lived not far from me in the Seattle area. After hearing
her describe that meeting, our collaboration began in earnest.

Because memories, some more than seventy-five-years-old now,
are fragmentary and fallible, I have tried to confirm my recollections
with family members and friends who participated in the events.
Karen also did extensive research on the people and occurrences
mentioned in the book. I included dialogue only when my memories
of those conversations are vivid or when quotations appeared in
published sources. Conversations with family members were easy to
reconstruct; I can still hear them talking in their distinctive manner.

While volumes have been written about Dick’s life, this book
includes never-before-published material about him, our family, and
my own life from a perspective only I can give. In some instances,
The Nixons: A Family Portrait sets the record straight, correcting the
errors that have been written and disseminated. Readers seeking tell-
all gossip, however, will be disappointed. No, Dick did not share with
me any revelations on Watergate. Instead, we discussed matters that
seemed to us far more important.

In this book, I have attempted to answer the many questions that
pique people’s curiosity. I share a positive view of the Nixons, examin-
ing our heritage and the influence it had on all of us. I also recount
the experiences I had with Dick during my youth and adulthood.
Through these anecdotes—snapshots, so to speak—my goal is to give
readers a personal portrait of Dick and our family. I hope people will
consider DicK’s character, accomplishments, and legacy in a new light.
Finally, I hope to rekindle interest in what Dick taught this nation.
The wisdom and knowledge he left us certainly bear upon the chal-
lenges we face today.
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